Factors associated to Montenegro skin test positivity in Teresina, Brazil.
Visceral leishmaniasis (VL) is an emerging infectious disease of urban areas in Brazil. To better understand this process, we have studied the association between reaction to the Montenegro skin test (MST), and demographic, socioeconomic and environmental factors in an urban area with high force of transmission. Associations between variables were expressed by prevalence ratios and their respective 95% confidence intervals estimated by using Poisson regression models with robust variance. Higher prevalence of positivity to MST was detected among male and older participants, and among subjects who owned dogs for 3 or more years. Individuals with higher literacy and living in households with three or more persons showed lower prevalence of MST reaction. These results suggest that the identification of high-risk groups might be feasible and useful for targeting interventions.